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NEW DEAN OF VLS APPOINTED
by Bill Rubert
The Villanova University School of Law
has a new Dean. Nearly a year of un
certainty ended this month with the an
nouncement that the University had
reached an agreement with a well-known
legal educator and scholar, Dean John E.
Murray, Jr. Dean Murray will begin his
official duties next Fall. An int^erim acting
Dean for the 1983-84 school year is ex
pected to be named soon. Dean Murray is presently Dean of the
University of Pittsburgh School of Law,
having held that position since 1977. He
will stay in Pittsburgh as Dean for the full
1983-84 school year in order to honor his
employment agreement with Pitt and to
allow time for a replacement to be selected.
Dean Murray is one of the foremost ex
perts on contract law in the country. At
VLS he is best known to those students
who used his Cases and Materials on
Contracts, Bobbs-Merrill (1976). Another
popular book is his hornbook, Murray on
Contracts.
Nationally, Dean Murray is known also
for his other works on contract law and
commercial transactions. He has published
seven books on the subject, all widely used,
and is working on two more plus revisions
on his casebook and hornbook. He has been
a member of the American Law Institute
since 1971, and was the editor of the Jour
nal of Legal Education for five years.

VLS' New Dean, John E. Murray, Jr., addresses a University of Pitts
burgh audience.
The new Dean is a native Philadelphian;
he graduated from LaSalle in 1955 and at
tended law school at Catholic University,
receiving hisJ.D. in 1958. He went on to get
an SJ.D. from the University of Wisconsin
in 1959.
In law school. Dean Murray edited the
law review and became a member of the

Order of the Coif. He taught at Duquesne in
1967, where he was acting Dean for one
year. From Duquesne he went to Pitt, serv
ing as Dean there since 1977.
Dean Murray views his return to Phila
delphia as "a homecoming." Not only is
this his birthplace, and not only does he
have several good friends on the faculty,

but he has the requisite summer home in
Cape May.
While Dean Murray was at VLS in 1965,
Dean O'Brien's predecessor. Dean Reuchlein, sought to have the then Professor
Murray assume the vacant job of ViceDean. "Dean Reuchlein was very persua
sive," Dean Murray states, "he wouldn't
have been happy until I said yes. So I went
to Duquesne, partly because they said they
wouldn't pressure me to take an adminis
trative role."
After leaving VLS, Dean Murray
nevertheless began to drift into more admi
nistrative roles. Still, at Pitt he has con
tinued to teach a full course load on top of
his duties as Dean. He was even Mayor of
the town of Pleasant Hills from 1970-1974.
Dean Murray has also continued his
scholarly output and, on the average, he
has had at least one law review article pub
lished every year since 1960.
Dean Murray has told the Docket that he
views Villanova as a successful school
poised to achieve national prominence. He
has ideas he feels will improve the quality
of VLS' educational experience (a hint of
his plans might be the fact that Pitt b^an a
second law review during his tenure).
During this academic year.Dean Murray
will be meeting at regular intervals with
faculty, administration and students. The
Docket will publish notices of these visits
as they are scheduled.

FROM THE ADMISSIONS DIRECTOR

PAPER CHASE '86 BEGINS
By Sandy Mannix,
Director of Admissions
WELCOME, Class of 1986! Although
May of 1986 seems a long way away, gra
duation will come before some of you have
found the bottom stacks of the library or
how to get the bill changer to give back your
money! You are beginning three challeng
ing, exciting, stimulating and sometimes
frightening years of legal education, but
you are not alone. Your classmates, the
members of the classes of '84 and '85, the
faculty, the administration and staff all
want to beof help to you. Take advantage of
the support and assistance offered to you.
Next year you will be able to provide the
same type of help to 220 other peoplesuffer
ing the same excitement, anxiety and ter
ror you now feel!
Have confidence! You are a bright, tal
ented and interesting group. Your numeri
cal qualifications are at least as impressive
as those of any previous class. As of August
9, the following cold statistics described a
warm and personable class — the class of
'86.

The class is almost equally divided by
sex — ninety-six (96) men, ninety-four (94)
women. You come from twenty-one (21) dif
ferent states, one-hundred-twenty (120) of
you from Pennsylvania. Twenty-one (21)
give New Jersey as your state of permanent
residence, fourteen (14) list New York.There are also four (4) each from Connecti
cut, the District of Columbia and
Massachusetts, three (3) from California,
Vermont and Wisconsin, two (2) each from
Delaware and Rhode Island, and one (1)
each from Arkansas, Colorado, Kansas,
Maryland, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, Ohio, Tennessee, and Virginia.
Six (6) of you identify yourselves as Black
Americans, two (2) as Hispanic Americans
and two (2) as Asian Americans. One (1) is a
member of the joint J.D./Ph.D. Program in
Clinical Psychology (in conjunction with .
Hahnemann University).
The youngest of you was born in 1963,
the oldest in 1940. Dividing you by five (5)
year birth intervals, one-hundred eight
(108) of you were born from 1960 on, fiftyfour (54) between 1955-1958, fifteen (15) be
tween 1945-1949, nine (9) between 19401944.
You come with baccalaureate degrees in
forty (40) different major areas. Forty (40)
of you list political science/government as
your major, eighteen (18) accounting, se
venteen (17) English, sixteen (16) econom
ics, fifteen (15) psychology, and thirteen
(13) history. All of the other majors are
represented by smaller groups of individu
als. Some of the more unusual other major
fields of study are: three (3) in anthropol
ogy, one (1) in food marketing, one (1) in
intercultural studies, two (2) in nursing,
one (1) in pre-med, one (1) in electrical engi
neering, one (1) in journalism, and one(l) in
public administration. There are no chem
ists, math majors or physicists among you.
Twenty-five (25) of you list double ma
jors, the most popular being English/politi
cal science with four (4). There were two (2)
each in political science/communications,
government and law, and philosophy and
psychology. There were also double majors
in the rather unlikely areas of finance/Ger
man, English/biology and business admi(Continued on page 2)

A year-long selection process has filled outgoing Dean O'Brien's chair,
effective next fall.

DEAN SELECTION
PROCESS EXHAUSTIVE
(Rubert was a member of the Dean Selection
Committee which recommended two finalists
to the University President. —Ed.)
Last Fall, Dean O'Brien announced that
he would resign as dean to found the Insti
tute of Law and Morality. By the beginning
of Winter, the faculty had formed a com
mittee to organize the school's search for a
new dean. This committee included Profes
sors Packel, Perritt, Poulin and Tajgart,
and was chaired by Professor Dowd.
Letters were sent to every law school in
the country and advertisements were
taken out in major legal publications. The
faculty committee also interviewed candi
dates at the American Association of Law
Schools' convention last December.
Through a preliminary screening, the
list of serious candidates was narrowed to
about 12. After more careful evaluation
(and some voluntary withdrawals), six
male finalists were invited to take part in
the faculty interviewing process.
According to several faculty members,
the quality of these six men was such that
any one of them could havestepped into the
Dean's office and done a good job.
The University President, Father Driscoll, has the last word on dean candidates
in every school that comprises Villanova.
Both the ABA and the AALS, however, re
quire that an accredited school give its fa
culty veto power over a potential dean. The

faculty took some time designing a struc
ture within which this control could assert
itself. As part of that structure, a separate
committee was formed in April. This "Uni
versity Committee" was designed to report
on the dean candidates to Father Driscoll.
The new committee included Professor
Dowd; John McConnell, counsel to the Uni
versity, former partner at Morgan, Lewis,
and Bwkius, and a trial practice instructor
this Fall; Tom Devine of Blank, Rome,
Comiskey and McCauley; Judge Glancey,
an early graduate of Villanova Law School
and President Judge of the Philadelphia
Municipal Court; Dean A1 Clay of the
School of Commerce and Finance; Chair
man Rev. Patrick Rice, Vice President of
Administration at Villanova; and Bill Ru
bert VLS '84, elected to the committee by a
student vote.
When the University Committee met for
the first time in April, it asked that a sev
enth candidate be called for a faculty inter
view. Later, one of these candidates
withdrew for personal reasons. The re
maining six went through the entire inter
view series.
Each candidate was interviewed for two
days. He spent an hour with each faculty
member, either individually or in a group,
and an hour with each administrator of the
school. On Monday evenings, the Univer
sity Committee would meet with the candi\(Continued on page 2)
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The EDITORIAL
A PHILADELPHIA
HARVARD?
VLS' living legend, Professor J.E. Collins, has been known to
lament over days gone by, the earlier years of this still young school
when students were "hungry" to become good lawyers. Back then,
says the Professor, VLS took in far less naturally gifted students than
it does today, yet turned out very good lawyers. Today's "material" is
far superior, he says, but the end product has not seen a corresponding
improvement.
Today, a new class makes its start; a class, in its turn, just a little
bit "brighter" than the one which preceded it. In this edition of the
Docket, our new Dean implies that VLS is at a crossroads; it can stay as
it is, a well-respected school within the East, or it can become even
better and go on to "national prominence." Apparently, all favor the
latter road. And as this path is followed, the admissions standards will
continue to rise and over the years VLS will become increasingly
elite, supposedly a better school by virtue of its distinguished entering
classes, composed of the best students from across the country.
Yet, perhaps VLS should not think in terms of "national promi
nence," but from the perspective of its role within the secular commun
ity. After all, what could be of more benefit to society as a whole, and
the legal profession in particular, than this school's tradition of turning
"hungry" students into damn good lawyers?

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Greetings from Juan Valdez,

Your coffee program was converted from
automation to tender lovingcare during the
1964-65 academic year and it was operated
by the Student Bar Association.
Contrary to popular opinion Ididn't use a
mule, but a suit of armor, because if Dean
Reuschlein hadn't completely backed the
SBA we would have lost the program. The
vending machine people were quite emo
tional about the program.
The original program was initiated to be
a supplemental source of funds for the
SBA, but if I remember corr^tly it earned
about $3,000.00 per year. Yes, we did have
public disclosure of the funds.
I'm sorry to disappoint you, but we did
not use Colombian Coffee, we used a milder
coffee with a chicory blend.
As to the mule, he eats too much, so we
gave him to the cafeteria on the main cam
pus, and they are still accused of serving
him.
As to your marketing plans, Prof Dowd

THE

was suggesting espresso even then, and we
were expressing a price of 65<t per cup (the
standard price was IOC), we did serve donuts for breakfast, but of course, we only
competed with Anglo's from the other side
of the tracks.
Well I must be on my way, and I do resent
your gringo slurs, in American I do like the
"common people", I drive a Mercedes.

Heideos Amigos
Juan
(Joseph T. Bambrick, '66)l

Editors Reply:
The Docket appreciates Mr. Bambrick's
letter concerning the rich historical back
ground of Juan Valdez, and lauds it as
another example of alumni contribution to
VLS. The Docket apologizes for any factual
error in our March 1983 article, "The Coffee
Grinds," and in particular apologizes for the
statement that the coffee concession started
only eight years ago. Evidently, the existing
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LETTERS CONTINUED
independent business is a ghost of concessions
past, when coffee profits went to the SBA.
Sources close to Juan Valdez acknowledge
that the first mule was given to the cafeteria
on the main campus, but allege that subse
quent bean-bearing mules have gone to the
law school cafeteria and now supply a major
ingredient in meatball sandwiches. The
same sources are negotiatinga releaseof Juan
Valdez's "Miss Manners" column from the
South American syndicate for publication by
the Docket. While there are whispers in the
halls of VLS saying the column is not worth a
hill of beans, Juan Valdez expects his column
to make mucho clams.
— M.P.

In May 1954 a twelve-year-old boy liv
ing in Alexandria, Virginia, sent a let
ter to Mr. Justice Frankfurter in which
he wrote that he was "interested in
going into law as a career," and re
quested advice as to "some ways to start
preparing myself while still in junior

high school."He received this reply.

My dear Paul:

No one can be a truly competent lawyer
unless he is a cultivated man. If I were you,
I would forget all about any technical prep
aration for the law. The best way to pre
pare for the law is to come to the study of
the law as a well-read person. Thus alone
can one acquire thecapacity touse the Eng
lish language on paper and in speech and
with the habits of clear thinking which
only a truly liberal education can give. No
less important for a lawyer is the cultiva
tion of the imaginative faculties by reading
poetry, seeing great paintings, in the origi
nal or in easily available reproductions, and
listening to great music. Stock your mind
with the deposit of much good reading, and
widen and deepen your feelings by expe
riencing vicariously as much as possible
the wonderful mysteries of the universe,
and forget all about your future career.

With good wishes.
Sincerely yours,
[SignedJ Felix Frankfurter

Master M. Paul Claussen, Jr.

VLS CLASS OF '86
(Continued from page I)

nistration/history.
You received your baccalaureate degrees
from one-hundred-four (104) different col
leges and universities. The schools with
the largest numbers or representatives are:
Villanova, nineteen (19), University of Pen
nsylvania, twelve (12), Boston College,
eight (8), Temple University, eight (8), La
fayette College, six (6), LaSalle College, five
(5). One of you received your undergradu
ate education at Macquarie University in
Australia. There are three (3) graduates of
the service academies.
Seventeen (17) of you have the following
advanced degrees: Ph.D. in Classics (Uni
versity of California) (also A.M. in ClassicsUniversity of Chicago), Ph.D. in Sociology
(Australian National University), Ph.D. in
Anthropology (also M.A.) (University of Ha
waii), two M.D.'s (University of Pennsylva
nia School of Medicine and Jefferson
Medical College); three (3) MBA's (Univer
sity of Connecticut, Drexel University and
Pace University); M.A.'s in History (Duke),
Modern Language/Spanish (Villanova),
Musicology (Ohio State), Public Adminis
tration (University of Maine); M.Ed, in
Counseling (University of Virginia),and
M.S. degrees in Biology (University of Dela
ware), Elementary Education (SUNYGenesco), Social Work (Columbia) and
Taxation (Drexel).
One (1) of you has a dual baccalaureate in
sociology, one (1) a B.A./B.S. in finance/
German, and one (1) a B.A./B.S.N. in biol
ogy/anthropology and nursing. Onehundred-thirty (130) have the B.A. de

gree, thirty-three (33) a B.S., eleven (11) an
A.B., five (5) a BBA, four (4) a BSBA, three
(3) a BSA, two (2) a BSE, two (2) a BSN and
one (1) each an ABE, a BES and a BSM.
Several of you have significant family
ties to Villanova. Two (2) are thechildren of
deceased faculty members. Eleven (11) are
the children of alumni and at least two (2)
of you have siblings who are alumni.
Saving the questions students ask most
about themselves until the close, we dis
cover you have a median grade point aver
age of 3.4 and an amazingly similar mean of
3.37. There is one member of the class with
a perfect 4.0 average and four (4) with
CPA's above 3.9 Two (2) of you lacked a
transcript which the LSDAS could ana
lyze.
Finding the median LSAT is somewhat
more difficult in this year of dual LSAT
systems. One-hundred-twenty-two (122) of
you took only the new LSAT, nine (9) both
forms of the test, fifty-nine (59) only the old
test. In an attempt to compare all scores
evenly, the old scores were converted (by
use of percentile rankings) to the new. The
somewhat "guesstimate" median for your
class is 38, the mean 36. The highest score
was 47, and more of you scored 40 than any
other single score. (For "old test takers"
the median and mean are roughly 640 and
610.)
So, as you can see from all of the data we
have compiled on the Class of '86, you all
have the ability to succeed and will bring a
diversity of backgrounds and experiences
to the Law School community. We look for
ward to getting to know all of you.

NEW DEAN COMETH
(Continued from page 1)

date over dinner in the faculty dining room.
On Tuesday afternoons, a group of stu
dents was invited to meet with the candi
date.
Many of the student organizations were
represented at these Tuesday afternoon
sessions. Most notably, a representative of
the Student Bar Association, Tom Wilkin
son '84, was at five of the six sessions. Paul
Kennedy '83, represented the Law Review
at four sessions.
The interview process began late in the
semester and the only student meeting
phase which was held during the actual
school year was with Dean Murray. That
meeting was well-attended, though stu
dent participation dwindled at later meet
ings as students left the area for the
summer.
The Tuesday afternoon sessons in gen
eral were surprisingly candid, as students
drilled the candidates with questions about
jobs, educational philosophy, the school's
reputation and grading procedure.
The topic of religion came up frequently.
Many participants felt that VLS is at a
crossroads; it may choose to emphasize its
Catholic background or concentrate on de
veloping a secular reputation. Several of
the candidates had considered the issue,
but none had formulated a specific ap
proach to the question. All of the candi

dates, though, did agree that the school has
a Christian "mission," generally.
The question of enhancing Villanova's
reputation outside the East was another
hot topic. Dean Murray had some concrete
ideas, pointing to programs he had deve
loped at Pitt which have enhanced that
school's reputation.
All candidates emphasized that a dean of
a law school does not have the power over
the faculty to do what he wants at all times.
(Dean Murray has stated: "I am merely a
first among equals.")
When the interviewing was completed,
in early June, the facultymet todiscuss the
candidates. By that time, the backgrounds
of all candidates had been researched. A
summary of student and alumni reactions
was considered by the faculty at this meet
ing, which lasted almost eight hours. Each
faculty member gave a response to each
candidate. A preliminary vote was then
taken, which eliminated three of the candi
dates. The faculty then took a second vote
to determine the relative strength of the
three remaining candidates.
The results of these votes were given to
the University Committee, which then un
animously recommended two finalists to
Father Driscoll. Six weeks later. Father
Driscoll reached an agreement with Dean
Murray.
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D'AMBROSIO RESIGNS TO
HEAD PARALEGAL INSTITUTE
By Alice Solomon
On May 31, Robert "Chip" D'Ambrosio,
VLS Class of 72, resigned his post as Direc
tor of Development and Alumni Affairs to
accept the position of Executive Director
and Chief Academic at the Main Line Para
legal Institute in Wayne, Pa. The following
questions and answers were part of an in
terview conducted with Mr. D'Ambrosio in
mid-May.
Question: Mr. D'Ambrosio, many stu
dents and colleagues will be sad to see you
leave Villanova. How long have you held
this position here at Villanova and what
responsibilities has your job included?
Answer: Well, let's get a little history
going here. This was a start up position
whpn I came here in 1978, entitled Director
of Alumni/Continuing Legal Education.
There had been virtually no CLE contact
with the school up till that point other than
one or two programs that we had cosponsored with the ALL'ABA or the Academy of
Advocacy during the summers.
On the alumni side of the house, to the
best of my knowledge, we had noorganized
fund raising effort other than perhaps a
couple of letters from the Dean, soliciting
funds; and no organized social outlet for the
alumni other than a reunion program for
anniversary classes.
Q: How does that description compare
with the Alumni Office today?
A: We now have reunions to include five
year anniversaries: social programs which
include receptionsfor alumni in a variety of
locations each year based on either geo
graphy per se, such as the Lancaster
County Reception, or an event such as the
annual meeting of the Pennsylvania Bar
Association. Two years ago we published
an updated version of the alumni directory
and distributed it to all the alums. Unfortu
nately, we have not had the resources to
update it annually. We created an alumni
newsletter which goes out now about twice
a year.
We tried to create other lines of nonfinancial support, for example, by asking
alumni to represent us at career days at
different schools. We created an alumni
counselling program which, paren
thetically, has allowed us to act as a mild
referral service for those alums who have
let us know what kind of work they are
doing.
Q: What other activities has this office
been involved in within the school?
A: In the last several years, we stream
lined the Moot Court selection-of-judges
process. In past years the Moot Court
Board select^ the alumni for these posts.
The constant turnover of members within
the Board made the solicitation of alums
rather uneven and resulted in some alumni

being overlooked. To solve this problem,
the Alumni Office put out a general solicita
tion call to the alums in the summertime.
The first time that we tried it, two years
ago, we filled about 150 requests. This year
we increased that number to about 260
alumni who wanted to be judges. We were
not able to fill all of these requests. It is our
hope that next year, assuming that this
office continues the program, we will then
have in place a mechanism where thefirstyear Moot Court program can also be
brought into the flow and some members of
the alumni will be asked to serve as firstyear judges.
Q: How has the Alumni Association
changed during your tenure here?
A: We attempted and have succeeded in
some measure to revitalize the Alumni As-

/

t

Chip was all smiles on August 28,1978, his first day on the job.
sociation. It was established, to the best of
my knowledge, sometime in 1959. It did
pretty well in the 1960's. Somewhere
around 1970 it took a left-hand turn off the
Verrazano Bridge and virtually ceased to
exist although it was still on the rolls. It
took us several years or so after I arrived
here to breathe some life back into the asso
ciation. I worked with the help of a steering
committee, comprised mostly of alumni, to
rewrite the bylaws.
At that time we included a revitalization
of the Class Representative System for
each class, and inaugurated a Board of Ad
visors to assist the Board of Directors of the
Alumni Association in going about their
task.
Q: What does the task of the association
consist of?
A: There is no set task of the Alumni
Association, as they define it, although, as
the years go by they are getting more in
volved with the input into the Law School.
For example, this year not only did we have

Serving the Main Line for over 50 yrs.
for all occasions,..

-weddings
-parties
-funerals
-hospitals
-corsages
Beautiful Green Plants for
Rooms and Apartments
"Just everything In flowers 9 9
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Welcome
Back

an alumni representative on the university
search committee for the new dean, but we
have two other alums participating on the
internal interviewing process.
Hopefully in the years to come, the
alums, through the Alumni Association,
will become more involved in the school,
maybe not from the standpoint of policy
making but at least participation in those
things that are important to the school.
Once the school realizes that the alums are
out there and willing to help, which they
have, they'll probably make more use of
them.
Q: What is the relationship today be
tween the Alumni Association and the Con
tinuing L^al Education Office?
A: Around year three, which would be
1981, the Alumni side of this office was

195 E. Lancaster Avenue
Wayne, Pa.

MU 8-5150

getting so big that the University made the
decision to carve out CLE and make it a
separate directorship, now headed by Pro
fessor Arnold Cohen.
The alumni office was renamed the Of
fice of Development and Alumni of the Law
School. We are probably not yet at the point
of doing truedevelopment, in its traditional
sense, from this office.
Q: Tell me about the fund raising aspect
of your job.
A: When this office was created, fund
raising was primarily, if not entirely, based
on alumni support. The drive which was
just finishing before I came to this position
wound up with 13% of the alumni donating
about $30,000. This year our drive, which
ended in May, went over $138,000. Partici
pation this year should run approximately
at 37%. Last year was the banner year, with
41% of the alumni participating.
In an independent study completed by
Northwestern Law School, that 41%
ranked us 9th in the country (of those
schools responding to the survey) for
alumni participation in a law school. In this
business, anytime you get above 30%,
you're doing well.
Q: To what do you attribute the increase
in alumni support over these past two
years?
A: The primary factor is the willingness
of the alumni to financially support this
law school. Secondly, was the creation of
an organized and consistent calendar for
fundraising. And within this calendar, the
institution of the phonathon. We reach ap
proximately half of our constituency, that
is, 1600 of the 3200 alums, through the
phones. Of that 1600, about 1200 pledged.
In effect, 75% of the alumni we contact are
willing to financially support the school.
Q: How is the phonathon conducted?
A: It consists mostly of alumni doing the
phone calling, contacting members of their
own graduating class. Students assist dur
ing the phonathon as callers, they help
with the administration of the entire event,
and play a vital part in this pro^am.
Q: What other new activities have been
instituted in recent years?
A: We have created what I hope will be

come a tradition, what I call theThird Year
Brunch. In March, the third year class is
invited to a champagne brunch, sponsored
by the Alumni Associaticm, to welcome
them into the ranks (rf the alumni consti
tuency. At this event is the presentation of
the Alumni Award to the student who
made the biggest scholastic improvement
from the end of his first year to the end of
his second year.
Q: Have we covered all the new pro
grams?
A: This year we developed the Villanova
Law Leadership League, a group of alumni
who have been solicited to upgrade signifi
cantly their financial donations to the
school, and asked in the same breath, to
pledge for a variety of years, be it from 2 to
5, depending on the amount of money they
wish to pledge. So far we have approxi
mately 20 alumni in that group.
Q: Where does the money that is raised
through this office go?
A: Most of the money we receive is in
unrestricted form. There have been some
specific projects that we have come upwith
from time to time. For example, the funds
from this year's Law Leadership League
went towards the installation of word pro
cessing equipment at the law school. One
other specific project is the Faculty Devel
opment Program. We give a summer sti
pend of no more than $3000 to a faculty
member, with an aggregate number of fa
culty members taking no more than, this
year, $25,000. The money is used for spe
cific projects which are approved by the
Dean, including the payment of research
assistants. Every dollar contributed to the
law school goes for law school projects, not
to the university.
Q: Does the law school have any en
dowed money?
A: No. The law school has no endowed
money, professorships, or chairs. When
this office was started, the import of what
we wanted to do was to create a viable,
conscious effort through our alumni for fi
nancial support. Obviously there has been
a resounding supportive response. The
alumni are willing to contribute.
Q: What is the next step for this office?
A: We are now at a point where we
should become selective in our projects,
and certainly the solicitation for these pro
jects can go past alumni into the commun
ity, corporations, and law firms. Alumni
will always be the backbone but should not
be the sole financial support of the school.
Q: What was the biggest challenge for
you in this position, and what challenges
will your successor face?
A: My bi^est challenge was taking this
office from scratch, without true expe
rience in that field, and building it into
something that worked and worked well,
given the tools available. This office is on
its way to success. The new person will
face the challenge of maintaining the impe
tus created by this office, coupled with the
continuing creation of avenues through
which our alumni can support us, not ne
cessarily financially.
Another challenge will be getting to
know the alumni constituency. When I
came here, other than my own classmates,
I knew less than ten alumni. Of the 3200
alums that we have, I have now met over
half of them, and I know over 1000of them.
That takes time. It's only now, looking
back, that I realize how many people I've
come to know.
Q: What will be your responsibilities at
the Main Line Paralegal Institute?
A: I will supervise the overall running of
the Institute, and make additions to the
current curriculum. These additions will
center around law firm administration, a
sorely overlooked area in legal education
today. Most lawyers are good practitioners
but not good business administrators.
Docket: Thank you, Mr. D'Ambrosio.
We all wish you continued success.
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OFF THE BOTTLE: A SPORTS COLUMN?
By Sean Abdul O'Grady

To the utter surprise of the ABA, sports
staff and everyone else, it seems that VLS
has picked up ol' Abdul's option for at least
one more semester (four more semesters
. . . tour more semesters . . . Abdul is get
ting ready for his campaign). Unfortunate
ly for anyone with a cash flow shortage
(Abdul himself is broker than the ten com
mandments) this new season begins with
an increase in the payments that must be
made to VLS. Abdul was ready to hold out
until VLS scaled down the payments to a
level where they could be covered by either
a few quick kidnappings (no, this does not
explain the muffled cries that have been
emanating from behind the sports office
door) or a well planned extortion racket.
But, Abdul's agent/parole office nixed that
idea. Instead, he got me law review mcentive clauses and a textbook weight agree
ment. Abdtil, never being one to quibble,
acquiesced. Maybe the good people down at
Midnite Auto need another mint condition
Mercedes-Benz that was driven only to law
school and the Morality Institute.
As a condition for having my option
picked up Abdul also had to agree to un
dergo weekly urinalysis testing (in the li
brary of all places). Though at first it was
hard, Abdul now has the strength of char
acter and mind (make that just "charac
ter") to freely admit that he spent the
summer in an Alcohol/Drug Rehabilitation
clinic just outside of Baltimore. Abdul's
cellmate (I mean suite-mate) was none
other than the irrespressible Quintin
Dailey. Quint assures me that he never
touched that fat white nurse and Abdul
swore on a stack of Sheppards that the
razor blade they found in my contracts
exam books had only powdered glucose on
it and not any illicit drugs (as the dean so
euphemistically put it). Abdul tried in vain
to point out to the dean the similarities be
tween my glucose and the pine tar on
George Brett's bat: the glucose was only in
tended to help me get a better grip on the
subject and to alter the performance of my
exam in any way. The dean then shrewdly
pointed out that it might be possible for me
to replay the entire first year instead of
spending the summer at a rehabilitation (or
"rejuvenation" as we initiates call it) facil-

ing shredded documents back together and
interrogating floozies seen coming out of
congressional offices late at night. It was
here that Abdul learned the journalistic in
tegrity which helps him to shine as the
north star among the planets of his peers.
Working for Jack the Ingratiating brought
Abdul to the realization that the front
pages were not for him. After all, the front
page is only a litany of man's failures and
disasters while the sports page is a celebra
tion of his wide and varied accomplish
ments. (How's that for first class
rationalization.)
The sports staff would like to take this
space (precious as it may be) to announce
the First Annual Abdul Invitational Soft
ball Tournament. The tournament this
year will be dedicated to the memory of the
boxing careers of Tony Ayala and Eddie
Mustafa Muhammad. Tony Ayala (ex-#l
contender) is spending the next fifteen
years in jail for raping a woman at knife
point on New Year's day, while Muham
mad on the day of the fight refused to
bother taking off the extra two and a half
pounds so that he could fight Michael
Spinks. The only fighting either man will
be doing is to regain respect from the fans.
The Abdul Invitational will be held on two
successive weekends with winning teams
from the first weekend advancing to play
on the second weekend. The winner will of
course receive fabulous and valuable
prizes, their picture in the Docket (if they
can assemble in one place at one time,
Abdul will DEMUR from mentioning what
team this is directed at), and the sports
staff has learned that Abdul is trying to get
a special dispensation so that the winners
will have a bye from December exams.
More information on that later. Most of you
probably think ol' Abdul is just trying to
pull the wool over your eyes, like thejocko
Collins Annual Ice Hockey extravaganza,
but Abdul is perfectly serious (notwith
standing Abdul being over two and a half
grade points away from perfection on his
exams). Entry forms and rules will be
posted in the hall. Here's a chance for eve
ryone to get that nerd they really hate. Just
sign him/her up for your softball team, put
them at shortstop and wait for the fun to
begin.

New ILs after their first day of classes ends at VLS.

ity. Abdul, not wanting to be "outshrewed," opted for the clinic and a sum
mer of sixteen ounce curls and mind ex
panders under the omnipresent super
vision of crack therapists. Beyond a certain
point, though, Abdul will not go. No boatsTioes for this boy! Luckily Abdul did not
have to spend quite the entire summer at
the clinic due to court-ordered thinning out
of athletes in cocaine rehabilitation facil
ities. The overcrowding was becoming so
bad that four, even five athletes had to use
the same mirror and straw. Shocking, isn't
it.
The letters, postcards, telegrams and pa
lace messengers keep pouring in here at
sports central (affectionately known as 3D
Gary). They all ask the same fervent ques
tion: Abdul! Abdul! Howsacum you never
write any feature news articles for the
front pages of The Docket? Well, I'm glad
you asked that question. Many years ago,
on a newspaper far, far away Abdul began
his journalistic career with the purest and
most righteous of hearts. A veritable cru
sader against injustice, infidelity and inde
cency. As a cub reporter Abdul was
immediately assigned to work on Jack And
erson's staff as an investigator. Abdul did
all the fun stuff: trashcan biographies, glu

Credit has to be given where it is due for
all you sports fans who are scoring along at
home. Who would ever expect innovation
from the staid Gene Littler? But there he
was, on the green at the PGA Champion
ship sporting the BASSACKWARD putter.
I hope we can print that word because with
out it this paragraph will lookj-ather silly.
The putter is basically normal except that
the head faces toward the golfer instead of
away from him. This is supposed to make
your swing more natural and less jerky.
When Abdul hears the word bassackward
he can only think of the exclamation by
Professor Levin concerning Abdul's
answer to the future estates question on
the final.
WANTED, a new lawyer for Renaldo
Nehemiah, the world's greatest hurdler
who bypassed the Olympics for the San
Francisco 49ers and professional football.
This year two NFL teams also saw fit to
draft track and field stars Ron Brown and
Willie Gault (who ran the second leg of the
4x100 meter world record relay at the Hel
sinki World Championships). Both Brown
and Gault have not forsaken track as their
lawyers are trying to work a deal with the
International -Olympic Committee where

by they will not lose their amateur status
way Abdul cannot help but reminisce as
for the Olympics by playing football. Was • player after player is cut to trim the rosters
Nehemiah's lawyer asleep at the wheel?
to 45 men. Abe Gibron of the Tampa Bay
Will a ruling favorable to Brown and Gault , Buccaneers said that once he thought a
player was not paying enough attention
have implications for Renaldo's Barrister
to his playbook, so he put a hundred dollar
(sounds like there is a movie of the week in
bill between the pages. Several days later
there somewhere)? Abdul loves the smell of
a good malpractice suit. One can almost
he called the player in to cut him and when
the player asked why, Gibron opened the
feel it in the air as the insurance companies
book and the century note floated out. In
gird for another one.
most camps the man assigned to tell play
From the What Will They Correlate Next
department: It seems that a California soci ers they have been cut is called the Turk
. . . perhaps the admissions office here at
ologist has determined that homicides in
VLS should get a new monicker.
the United States increase an average of
Another recent survey has concluded
12.5% on the third day after a televised
that only 9% of major league baseball play
heavyweight boxing title match. Abdul is
ers have their college sheepskins. Arizona
forever looking forward to the day when a

Another VLS sports fan anxiously awaits the Fall season.
California sociologist will be able to corre
late anything with the VLS C-team grading
system.
Due to my previous engagement, Abdul
had to skip (no pun intended) the 15th
Mackinac Open sponsored by the Lake Su
perior State Cpll^ Skipping and Gerplunking Club in Michigan. This year's
winner took home a three year supply of
horse manure from the carriage horses of
Mackinac Island (where autos are banned),
72 pounds of fudge and a rock trophy. Re
porters from Jamaica, Zimbabwe, Yugosla
via and of course VLS looked on as
competitors vied for titles in deck-chair
lounging (with prizes going to the most
sanguine and most serene), croquet (the
event being named after George Pieroit
who said, "If it moves I'll eat it. Even if it
doesn't I'll chew on it for awhile), and
finally, the Mackinanc Open Stone Skip
ping Championship. All contestants bring
six rocks onto the island with them. These
rocks are then sterilized. "They must be
boiled in water toexpunge any impurities,"
said Bill Rabe, "or they can be sterilized in a
laser-light box Jim has invented." (Abdul is
not making any of this up.) Each contes
tant gets six tries as judges count the num
ber of "phnks" (full skips) and "pitty-pats"
(tiny skips at the end). A stone that doesn't
skip at all "plonks out". The world record
is 24, held by 3 men including one who has
retired due to painful skippers foot. A nor
mal box score reads 4-14 g.p.-11-20-6; with
the g.p. standing for plonking out. The
tournament begins when the judge says,
"Let he who is without frisbee cast the first
stone," and ends when he says, "Gentle
men, stop your stones."
Major League players, in a recent survey,
said that they prefer natural grass by al
most 2-1. Abdul knows that he would not
have his million dollar "franchise" players
running on a surface that appreciably
shortens their careers. The survey also
listed K.C.'s Royals Stadium and Dodger
Stadium as favorites with Cleveland and
San Francisco being the worse. Favorite
umpires were Steve Palermo (American
League) and Dutch Rennert (National
League).
Abdul is a little more than miffed. I still
have not heard from the Major League
Baseball search committee on my applica
tion for Comish. Don't they know they
shouldn't trifle with the press. The Gen
eral Manager for the California Angels,
Buzzie Bavasi, commented that he could
only think of two men for the job of Com
missioner after Bowie Kuhn left, "One was
persecuted 2,000 years ago, and oneis being
persecuted now."
As the NFL training camps get under-

State, though, has had more than its share
of chances to educate the top ballplayers in
the game. Among players who actually
played for the Sun Devils are Reggie Jack
son, Floyd and Alan Bannister, Bob
Horner, Rick Monday, Ken Landreaux, Sal
and Chris Bando, Hubie Brooks, Lenny
Randle and Larry Gura. Others whosigned
letters of intent but were then spirited
away by the big leagues include Jim
Palmer, Jeff Borroughs, Robin Yount, John
nie LeMaster, Lee Mazzilli, Warren Cromartie, Gary Templeton, Dale Murphy, Rick
Sutcliffe, Bret Butler and Chris Speier. But
don't feel too badly for the Sun Devils be
cause they have been to the College World
Series 12 times and have won five national
championships.
Once again lawyers are making their
way into areas where they have never been
before. Abdul has to wonder if it is because
the lawyers are greedy or because the
clients are greedy! Out of a Tulsa, Okla
homa coed Softball league comes news of a
suit which should interest male chauvin
ists pigs everwhere. Carole Gizzi, a female
right fielder, has brought suit against male
center fielder J.C. Mitchell, charging that
he crashed into her and broke her collar
bone while he was attempting tocatch a fly
ball in her territory. Gizzi is suing for
$50,000 from both the Tulsa Amateur Soft
ball Association and Mitchell. The suit
claims that the softball association is under
a duty to instruct male players on "exercis
ing restraint vis-a-vis female softball play
ers in coed games."
Keynotes: Alberto Juantereno, after
Ahmad Rashad told him he was big enough
to play American football, "My injury is to
my foot, not my head." .. . Best name in
baseball today belongs to Red Sox pitcher
John "Oil Can" Bailey. You can't tell Abdul
that he does not load the ball up with some
thing . .. the world's quickest wedding
party assembled to honor WillieGault as he
married Dainese Matthews. In attendance
at the service were Renaldo Nehemiah,
Carl Lewis, Stanley Floyd, Mel Latany and
Harvey Glance . . . Joe Torre, balding man
ager of the Atlanta Braves admits that he
has gone to a "Watergate" style hairdo, "I
cover up everything that I can." . . . Billy
Martin on Dave Winfield's world famous
seagull pitch, "He couldn't have done it on
purpose. Hell, that is the first time he hit
the cutoff man all year." . . . While horse
racing is still the #1 spectator sport (77.6
million fans in 1982) baseball is making
significant inroads (74.8 million)... Lenny
Wilkins, coach of the Seattle Supersonics,
concerning General Manager Zollie Volchok: "I told him we need an ultrasound
machine, and he asked me why we need
music in the locker room.'

